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Editorial 
Delia Mamon, President 

 

 

 

 

For 15 years, Graines de Paix (Grains of Peace) has been striving for Quality education that 

is inclusive, joyful and capable of preparing students for the realities of the 21st century. 

This is essential because, in the classroom, too many students and too many teachers are 

suffering. The resultant disarray and absenteeism impact not only studentsΩ ŦǳǘǳǊŜǎ. When 

public education fails, itΩs the future of the world that is at risk. 

 

Schools face a challenge. To study, thrive, and not be disruptive in class, students have 

an immense need to feel respected, valued, accepted, included and appeased. A simple 

glance can unsettle a young person if their self-confidence has not been developed in the 

classroom. Our project AdoGoZen demonstrates this clearly: such youth tend to choose 

violence instead of language. However, through one or two drama sessions with our Forum 

Theatre partner, participating youths have uncovered skills they never expected having, 

releasing their uneasiness and revealing smiles. The Vaud CantonΩs Objective 360° school 

program for inclusive education for 12-15 year students takes the whole school approach to 

include all adults and students at school. It is relying on Graines de PaixΩs programme When 

will we achieve happiness in schools? This provisional name is challenged by many a teacher, 

for whom happiness in school remains an unachievable goal. 

 

Educational priorities. Is the main priority digital literacy or developing human life skills? 

We debated this question during the UNESCO Teacher Task Force in Dubai in December 

2019. Digital education epitomises contemporary 21st century education. Digital technology 

is a valuable resource for identifying information, doing exercises, and connecting people 

across time and space. Yet students have deeper, rarely accounted needs for learning how 

to be and interact in real life, how to overcome bullying, harassment and feelings of panic, 

and how to express their needs, be heard and understood. Graines de PaixΩs education 

programs address these needs. They help students grow and moreover become engaged in 

world issues. This is why national Ministries entrust Graines de Paix with mandates for 

transforming the teaching profession. Thanks to your support. 
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2019 IN NUMBERS 
 

3,500 books sold from the collection 

Growing up in Peace, which is a 

17% increase compared to 2018 

  

3 fundraising concerts organised for 

Graines de Paix 

 

5,000 primary school students 

benefitted from our two exhibitions  

in French-speaking Switzerland 

 

4,000 primary school students 

benefitted from our exhibition  

Neither hedgehog nor doormat  

in /ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ 

 

1 new Graines de Paix office opened  

in Benin 

 

90 education professors of the  

Teacher Training Centres trained 

through Preservice teacher training 

Reform in /ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ 

 

600 teaching counsellors and 

community leaders trained via the  

Better Schools for Girls project in  

/ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ 
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Graines de Paix, winner of the 2019 Smart Peace Prize  
 

Launched in 2019 by the Leaders for Peace Foundation, 

this prize is awarded each year to an organisation for their 

actions pertaining to peace education for the youngest 

generation. Among the 30 shortlisted, Graines de Paix 

stood out for its innovative and replicable pedagogical 

approach. 
 

This prize was presented to our staff on 13th May 2019 

during an evening reception at the French Senate with 200 

public figures, presided by Mr. Jean-Pierre Raffarin, former 

French Prime Minister and President-Founder of the 

Leaders for Peace Foundation, and addressed by Gérard 

Larcher, President of the French Senate. 
 

Who we are 
 

Founded in 2005, Graines de Paix  is a Swiss non-profit organisation dedicated to educational 

innovation for a better world. To achieve its goals, Graines de Paix develops schoolbooks, exhibitions, 

workshops, training sessions and conferences for schools, parents and youth centres. 

 

Graines de PaixΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛzational structure: 
 

The Board: Delia Mamon (President), Bertrand Coppens (Member), Bijan Farnoudi (Member), Guido 

Houben (Member, Treasurer) and Dominique Touzet (Member). 

The main office in Geneva, Switzerland, comprising several expertise centers that work in synergy. 

Two local offices in /ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ and Benin. 
 

Graines de Paix contributes to the following UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs):  

  

  4  Quality Education 

16  Peace, Justice &  

Strong Institutions 

   5  Gender Equality 

17  Partnerships for the goals 
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The Graines de Paix team with Mr. Jean-Pierre 

Raffarin.  



Our Goals 
 

Quality Education 

Strengthen the quality of  

education.  
 

Promote inclusive education, 

academic achievement and  

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ self-realization. 
 

Reduce school drop-out rates.  

 

Prevention of Violence 
Prevent, defuse, and alleviate 

violence in all its forms, in school  

and in life. 
 

Prevent the risk of radicalisation  

of young people.  

 

A Culture of Peace 
Develop the values and skills that 

promote a culture of peace, societal 

cohesion, and intercultural 

understanding. 
 

Foster openness, mutual acceptance 

and inclusiveness. 
 

Encourage respect for human rights. 
 

Promote the appreciation of nature, 

respect for the planet and citizen 

engagement to ensure healthy, 

equitable and sustainable 

development. 
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2019 Highlights 
 

January 

The exhibition Neither hedgehog nor doormat was rolled out widely in /ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ: in January, the 

exhibition was implemented in several schools in the Abidjan region. 
 

Graines de Paix was commissioned by the Institute of the Rights of the Child to participate in the 

delivery of a module on the protection of the Rights of the Child at the University of Dakar in Senegal. 

 

February: 

Graines de Paix participated in the World Innovation Summit for Education (WISE) in Paris, an event 

which brought together education experts from the world over to reflect on the key issues in 

education. 

 

March: 

The Graines de Paix Benin office 

was opened.  
 

Graines de Paix was a keynote 

speaker at the Geneva Festival  

of Education.  

 

April: 

The French publishing house  

Hatier agreed to collaborate  

with Graines de Paix to publish  

our new textbook 35 workshops  

for inclusive teaching. 
 

Launch of the project 

άImproving the quality of 

education in Beninέ with the 

implementation of the  

first workshops in the Atlantic 

and Littoral departments.  

 

May: 

Start of the pilot phase of the AdoGoZen project at the Chailly Youth Centre, Lausanne. 
 

Graines de Paix was awarded the 2019 Smart Peace Prize from the Leaders for Peace Foundation in 

recognition of its education work.  
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June:  

Graines de Paix delivered a 

lecture in international and 

intercultural education at 

the University of Geneva.  
 

July: 

Launch of the project Better 

Schools for Girls in Cote 

ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ, with the first 

workshops in Man. 
 

 

 

 

September: 

Launch of the first certification for Graines de Paix training programmes at the Valais Institute of 

Teacher Education (Switzerland). 
 

Development of our partnership with the PSPS (Health Promotion and school prevention Unit of the 

canton of Vaud) to facilitate the dissemination of our exhibitions in this canton.  

 

/ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜΩǎ Ministry of Education approved the mainstreaming of the major reform of pre-service 

primary teacher training, in which Graines de Paix plays a key role. 

 

November:  

Activities commenced in the Alibori department within the framework of the project Improving the 

quality of education in Benin. 

 

December: 

Graines de Paix was invited by UNESCO to the 12th Policy Dialogue Forum of the International Task 

Force on Teachers for Education 2030 in Dubai. 

 

Activities of the Happy Schools project were pilot-tested for the first time in two secondary schools: 

the Collège le Joran in France, and the Villeneuve School in the Canton of Vaud.  
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/ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ 
 

Better Schools for Girls 

 

Several Sustainable Development Goals emphasise equity and equal opportunities for men and 

women, and for girls and boys. In /ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ, however, as in many other African countries, gender 

differences persist: although as many girls as boys enrol in school, girls drop out more quickly. Physical 

and psychological violence and gender discrimination at school ς and within families and communities 

- make girls a particularly vulnerable group. 

 

In 2019, Graines de Paix launched the Better Schools for Girls project. Its objective is to improve the 

quality of education for all, especially for girls, and to ensure their safety and well-being in school. To 

this end, educational advisors and primary and secondary school teachers receive training in positive 

and empowering educational methods and in gender-sensitive approaches. For the first time, the 

empowerment activities undertaken in school are accompanied by joint parent awareness activities 

to ensure educational continuity.  

 

 

Objectives in numbers 
 

2 years to implement the project.  

 

800 French, mathematics, and 

human rights teachers trained.  

 

4,000 parents received awareness 

training. 
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Graines de Paix trains the future primary school teachers 
 

Since 2016, Graines de Paix has been a 

technical partner ƻŦ /ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ 

efforts to reform pre-service teacher 

training for future primary school 

teachers. Our NGO has co-designed the 

theoretical educational content 

pertaining to culture of peace 

approaches in teaching and developed 

the related experiential classroom 

activities. 

 

As required by SDG #4, inclusive education is becoming a priority for governments and for the civil 

society organizations that support them. In 2019, an inclusive and non-discriminatory educational 

approach has thus been developed for future teachers. 

 

The pilot phase enabled us to determine which knowledge and lessons learned should be integrated 

prior to roll-out. This was government-approved in September 2019. In 2020, the objective will be to 

expand the theoretical and practical contents to all 16 training centres across the country. 

 

hǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ άNeither Hedgehog nor 

Doormatέ meets success in CoǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ 
 

Our school exhibition Neither hedgehog nor doormat, has 

been adapted to the local context, 

and then circulated in Ivorian schools since 2017. Following 

highly conclusive pilots, 

the exhibition was rolled out to schools in the Abidjan and 

San Pedro regions. 

 

In 2019, the exhibition was interactively facilitated in: 

Á 1 private school 

Á 7 public schools 

Á 8 French schools 
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